Community Group Study — John 20:19-23
(Study Guide)

The main goal of this week’s study is to reflect on how God’s mission in the world is also
our mission as a church.

Introduction

1. Have you ever been given a “mission”? For example, an important task that
depended on you? What was difficult, what stands out about it?

Bible Study

The sermon’s starting point was John 20:19-23, and moved into other selected Scriptures. We
preached from this text at Zoe on 8/30/26 in a sermon called “God’s Mission is Our Mission.’

b

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace
be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them;, if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”

Word: Studying the Text

The sermon had three points:

1. The mission
11. The commission
II1. The vision

2. In John 20:21 Jesus says that he is sending his disciples. What does that have to do
with God’s mission?

3. Why is it important to start with God’s mission before we talk about our mission?
What do we miss if we fail to start here?

4. The sermon said that Jesus invites the disciples into his mission. What does this
mean? (Hint: See John 20:23)

5. Look at Matthew 28:18-20, the “Great Commission.” From this text, what are the
four ways in which we should pursue God’s mission?



6. What are some ways that Christians can get off-track from Jesus’s commission?
7. Look at Acts 14:21-23. How do local churches participate in God’s mission?

Worship: Getting to the Heart

8. Why might someone be hesitant to participate in God’s mission? What might these
hesitations reveal about their priorities?
9. How could someone grow in their desire to participate in God’s mission?

Work: Being Doers of the Word

10. God’s mission is our mission as well. We are to “live on mission,” testifying to Christ
and inviting people to the forgiveness of sins through trusting in him. Where can
you make more opportunities to do this in your life?

Prayer Time



