Community Group Study —John 10:1-10
(Study Guide)

The main goal of this week’s study is to reflect on the access to God that Jesus gives us.

Introduction
As an opening icebreaker or discussion, answer the following question:

1. What is an embarrassing “door moment” you have witnessed...or participated in?
(walking into a glass door, etc.)

2. Is there anyone whose voice you can recognize instantly? Is there anything that
makes it distinctive?

Bible Study

The sermon was on John 10:1-10. We preached from this text at Zoe on 9/13/26 in a sermon
called “I Am the Door.”

John 10:1 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs
in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but
they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

John 10:7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the
door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.

This passage follows the Pharisees’ expulsion of the formerly blind man in John 9:34.

Word: Studying the Text

The sermon had three points:

L. Discern the Shepherd (vv 1-2), which reveals who walks through the door
II. Draw Near to His Voice (vv 3-6), which reveals how we should respond to the
Shepherd

1. Discover Abundant Life (vv 7-10), which reveals what life is through the door



3. How does John 10:1-10 connect to the previous section (John 9)? Why is this
connection helpful for understanding Jesus’s point here?

4. Jesus used the language of “thieves and robbers” to refer to the Pharisees because
they did not exercise their authority for the good of those under their care, even
though they were well-respected and held power. They were “false shepherds”
(Ezekiel 34:2-5). What do “thieves and robbers” or “false shepherds” look like in
our day?

Ezekiel 34:2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to
them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have
been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you clothe
yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. 4 The
weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not
bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force
and harshness you have ruled them. 5 So they were scattered....

5. Being called by name is a sign of God’s covenant love (see Exodus 33:17; Isaiah
43:1). How does being “called by name,” and not merely known in general, affect
how we think about our relationship with God?

Exodus 33:17 And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will
do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.”

Isaiah 43:1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed
you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.

6. What is the difference between how a sheepdog directs a flock versus how a
shepherd directs a flock? How does this difference shape the way we think about
Jesus as our shepherd through the trials of our lives?

7. What does Jesus being “the door” teach us about how we approach God? What
other “doors” to God do people sometimes suggest?

8. The abundant life promised by Jesus doesn’t guarantee us ease or comfort. What
kind of “abundance” is Jesus promising? (Hint: “will go in and out and find
pasture”).

Worship: Getting to the Heart

9. Think about the voices that you generally hear in a given week — from coworkers,
social media, podcasts, friends, etc. Which of these have the most influence in how
you think about life? How can you assess the influence that these are having on your
life?

10. In Jesus’s teaching, the sheep do not endure the presence of a stranger’s voice, but
flee from it. When was a time you felt that you needed to “flee” from something
spiritually dangerous? How did you flee? What helped you to do so?



Work: Being Doers of the Word

11. Do you feel that there is anything holding you back from enjoying the “abundant
life” of freedom offered by Christ to his sheep? How can you begin to enjoy this
abundance?

Prayer Time

Break up into single-gender prayer groups. Spend time in prayer lifting one another up. Feel free
to share any personal prayer requests as well and pray for those.



