Community Group Study —John 10:22-30
(Study Guide)

The main goal of this week’s study is to reflect on how we can give Jesus control of our
lives.

Introduction

As an opening icebreaker or discussion, answer the following question:

1. How much planning do you, personally, put into vacations? Do you prefer to make
the decisions, or let someone else plan things? Have your vacation plans ever gone
awry?

(The connection here is the idea of having control)

Bible Study

The sermon was on John 10:22-30. We preached from this text at Zoe on 9/27/26 in a sermon
called “The Christ We Don’t Want.”

John 10:22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around
him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us
plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my
Father s name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my
sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Fathers
hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”

This passage continues Jesus’s use of the sheep illustration to challenge his Jewish questioners as
well as comfort his true sheep. Jesus reminds his hearers that they can give up control of their
lives to him.

Word: Studying the Text

The sermon had three points:

L. The attack, which is about the rejection of Jesus (vv 22-25)
II. The answer, which is about the reason people don’t like Jesus (v 26)
1. The assurance, which is about the reward for following Jesus (vv 27-30)



The word “gathered” in verse 24 carries the sense of surrounding or cornering, and
the request “tell us plainly” was not a search for information but an attempt to trap
him. He had been speaking clearly (see John 7:26). Why would these religious
people, who supposedly were awaiting a messiah, be so hostile to Jesus?

. Jesus says in verse 26, “You do not believe because you are not part of my flock.”

How is this opposite of how we usually think about belief in Christ? What does it
reveal about the nature of salvation?

. Jesus says in verse 27 that his sheep hear his voice, are known by him, and follow

him. They are dependent on the shepherd. How does this teaching align with what
Jesus says in Mark 8:34-36?

Though Jesus demands that believers give up control, he also promises that they will
be eternally secure in him (vv 28-29). Then, he declares, “I and the Father are one”
(v 30). How does the Trinitarian theology in this verse amplify the comfort of both
Jesus’s demand and his promise here?

Worship: Getting to the Heart

6. What are some subtle ways that a desire for control can manifest itself in our lives?

How can these become opposed to the kind of dependence and surrender that Jesus
calls us to in this passage?

. Have you ever “surrendered” control of something important to God and

experienced peace? What was that like? Has it still been a challenge in any way?

Work: Being Doers of the Word

8. Is there anything in your life that you need to cede control of, to God? What would

it look like to begin that process this week?

Prayer Time

Break up into single-gender prayer groups. Spend time in prayer lifting one another up. Feel free
to share any personal prayer requests as well and pray for those.
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